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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 3, 5-7, 9, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The scope of claim 3 is unclear, in that this claim appears to recite elements (i.e., 
at least two position sensors which are disposed correspondingly with the side edge 
position of the sheet) that are only directed to the non-elected species (i.e., as shown in 
Figs. 20-21). 

Regarding claim 5, it is unclear what is meant by the recited "one of the first 
adjusting mechanism and the second adjusting mechanism can perform the adjustment 
by a fine adjustment step and a course adjustment step, respectively." (emphasis 
added). One possible solution would be to amend claim 5 to recite "the first adjusting 
mechanism and the second adjusting mechanism can perform the adjustment by a fine 
adjustment step and a course adjustment step, respectively." 

Regarding claim 9, it is confusing to have a second swing fulcrum claimed, 
without any first swing fulcrum claimed in claim 9 or claim 1 from which claim 9 
depends. One possible solution would be to delete "second" in claim 9. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "the shaft of the drive source" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 22 recites the limitation "the shaft of the drive source" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1,4-8, 10-14 and 19, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Publication No. 60-262735. 

Regarding claim 1, Figs. 1-10 show a sheet transporting apparatus (Fig. 1), 
comprising: 

a sheet transportation path (near A in Fig. 1); 

a predetermined number of transport members (5) disposed in the sheet 
transportation path (near A in Fig. 1); 

a side position regulating mechanism (including 3) which regulates a position of a 
side edge of a sheet in the sheet transportation path (near A in Fig. 1), the side position 
regulating mechanism (including 3) having a reference member (12 or 27 or 28) 
configured to change a sheet regulation position; 

a base member (including 2) on which at least the reference member is mounted; 
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a first adjusting mechanism (including M1, 31 and 24) which adjusts a position of 
the reference member (1 2 or 27 or 28); and 

a second adjusting mechanism (including M2, 33 and 32) which adjusts a 
position of the base member (including 2). 

Regarding claim 4, Figs. 1-10 show that the first adjusting mechanism (including 
M1, 31 and 24) or the second adjusting mechanism (including M2, 33 and 32) can 
adjust the sheet regulation position of the side position regulating mechanism (including 
3), in one or both of manual and automatic manners. 

Regarding claim 5, as best understood, Figs. 1-10 show that one of the first 
adjusting mechanism (including M1, 31 and 24) and the second adjusting mechanism 
(including M2, 33 and 32) can perform the adjustment by a fine adjustment step and a 
course adjustment step, respectively. 

Regarding claim 6, Figs. 1-10 show that, among the first adjusting mechanism 
(including M1, 31 and 24) and the second adjusting mechanism (including M2, 33 and 
32), an operation for the fine adjustment step is linked with an operation for the coarse 
adjustment step. 

Regarding claim 7, as best understood, Figs. 1-10 show that the sheet position 
regulation by the side position regulating mechanism (including 3) is performed while 
combinedly using the first adjusting mechanism (including M1, 31 and 24) and the 
second adjusting mechanism (including M2, 33 and 32). 
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Regarding claim 8, Figs. 1-10 show that the first adjusting mechanism (including 
M1, 31 and 24) supports the reference member (3) swingably around a first swing 
fulcrum with respect to the base member (including 2). 

Regarding claim 10, Figs. 1-10 show that the first adjusting mechanism (including 
M1 , 31 and 24) includes a drive source (M1) and a driving transmitting mechanism 
(including 31); and the drive source (M1) is coupled to the reference member (3) via the 
driving transmitting mechanism (including 31). 

Regarding claim 11, Figs. 1-10 show that the second adjusting mechanism 
(including M2, 33 and 32) includes a drive source (M2) and a driving transmitting 
mechanism (including 33); and the drive source (M2) is coupled to the base member 
(including 2) via the driving transmitting mechanism (including 33). 

Regarding claim 12, inherently there is some sort of controlling device which 
controls the first adjusting mechanism (including M1, 31 and 24) and the second 
adjusting mechanism (including M2, 33 and 32). 

Regarding claim 13, Figs. 1-10 show that, in accordance with usage conditions of 
the sheet, the controlling device adjusts at least one of the first adjusting mechanism 
(including M1, 31 and 24) and the second adjusting mechanism (including M2, 33 and 
32). 

Regarding claim 14, Figs. 1-10 show that a direction of a sheet transportation 
face is used as a sheet usage condition. 
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Regarding claim 19, Figs. 1-10 show a sheet processing apparatus, comprising: 

a sheet transportation path (near A in Fig. 1); 

a sheet processing section (English Abstract) disposed in the sheet 
transportation path (near A in Fig. 1); 

a predetermined number of transport members (5) disposed in the sheet 
transportation path (near A in Fig. 1); 

a side position regulating mechanism (including 3) which regulates a position of a 
side edge of a sheet in the sheet transportation path (near A in Fig. 1), the side position 
regulating mechanism (including 3) having a reference member (12 or 27 or 28) 
configured to change a sheet regulation position; 

a base member (including 2) on which at least the reference member (12 or 27 or 
28) is mounted; 

a first adjusting mechanism (including M1, 31 and 24) which adjusts a position of 
the reference member (12 or 27 or 28); and 

a second adjusting mechanism (including M2, 33 and 32) which adjusts a 
position of the base member (including 2). 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 10-14 and 19, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. 20020074718. 
(Schlageter). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Figs. 1-5 show a sheet transporting apparatus (Fig. 4), 
comprising: 

a sheet transportation path (near F); 

a predetermined number of transport members (numbered paragraph [0027]) 
disposed in the sheet transportation path (near F); 

a side position regulating mechanism (including 14, 16, 26, 28 and 74) which 
regulates a position of a side edge of a sheet in the sheet transportation path (near F), 
the side position regulating mechanism (including 14, 16, 26, 28 and 74) having a 
reference member (14) configured to change a sheet regulation position; 

a base member (12) on which at least the reference member (14) is mounted; 

a first adjusting mechanism (including 18 and 22) which adjusts a position of the 
reference member (14); and 

a second adjusting mechanism (including 40, 42 and 46) which adjusts a position 
of the base member (12). 

Regarding claim 2, Figs. 1-5 show that the side position regulating mechanism 
(including 14, 16, 26, 28 and 74) includes a side guide (16) disposed on a side of the 
sheet transportation path (near F) and correspondingly with the side edge position of 
the sheet and a skew member (including 74) which skew-transports the sheet toward 
the side guide (16). 
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Regarding claim 4, Figs. 1-5 show that the first adjusting mechanism (including 
1 8 and 22) or the second adjusting mechanism (including 40, 42 and 46) can adjust the 
sheet regulation position of the side position regulating mechanism, in one or both of 
manual and automatic manners. 

Regarding claim 5, as best understood, Figs. 1-5 show that one of the first 
adjusting mechanism (including 18 and 22) and the second adjusting mechanism 
(including 40, 42 and 46) can perform the adjustment by a fine adjustment step and a 
course adjustment step, respectively. 

Regarding claim 6, Figs. 1-5 show that, among the first adjusting mechanism 
(including 18 and 22) and the second adjusting mechanism (including 40, 42 and 46), 
an operation for the fine adjustment step is linked with an operation for the coarse 
adjustment step. 

Regarding claim 7, Figs. 1-5 show that the sheet position regulation by the side 
position regulating mechanism (including 14, 16, 26, 28 and 74) is performed while 
combinedly using the first adjusting mechanism (including 18 and 22) and the second 
adjusting mechanism (including 40, 42 and 46). 

Regarding claim 10, Figs. 1-5 show that the first adjusting mechanism (including 
18 and 22) includes a drive source (18) and a driving transmitting mechanism (including 
22); and the drive source (18) is coupled to the reference member (14) via the driving 
transmitting mechanism (including 22). 
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Regarding claim 11, Figs. 1-5 show that the second adjusting mechanism 
(including 40, 42 and 46) includes a drive source (40) and a driving transmitting 
mechanism (including 42 and 46); and the drive source (40) is coupled to the base 
member (12) via the driving transmitting mechanism (including 42 and 46). 

Regarding claim 12, numbered paragraphs [0030] and [0031] disclose a 
controlling device which controls the first adjusting mechanism (including 18 and 22) 
and the second adjusting mechanism (including 40, 42 and 46). 

Regarding claim 13, Figs. 1-5 show that, in accordance with usage conditions of 
the sheet, the controlling device adjusts at least one of the first adjusting mechanism 
(including 18 and 22) and the second adjusting mechanism (including 40, 42 and 46). 

Regarding claim 14, Figs. 1-5 show that a direction of a sheet transportation face 
is used as a sheet usage condition. 

Regarding claim 19, Figs. 1-5 show a sheet processing apparatus (Fig. 4), 
comprising: 

a sheet transportation path (near F); 

a sheet processing section (numbered paragraph [0020]) disposed in the sheet 
transportation path (near F); 

a predetermined number of transport members (numbered paragraph [0027]) 
disposed in the sheet transportation path (near F); 
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a side position regulating mechanism (including 14, 26, 16 and 28) which 
regulates a position of a side edge of a sheet in the sheet transportation path (near F), 
the side position regulating mechanism (including 14, 26, 16 and 28) having a reference 
member (14 and/or 16) configured to change a sheet regulation position; 

a base member (12) on which at least the reference member (14 and/or 16) is 
mounted; 

a first adjusting mechanism (including 18 or including 20) which adjusts a 
position of the reference member (14 and/or 16); and 

a second adjusting mechanism (including 40, 42 and 46) which adjusts a position 
of the base member (12). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 and 19 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 9 and 21-22 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The fact that 
claim 3 has not been rejected in view of prior art is not an indication that such claim 
contains allowable subject matter. Rather, the scope of claim 3 is too unclear to make a 
determination as to patentability, as explained above. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

11/28/2006 

PATRICK MACKEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 




